WEDNESDAY INVITATION
December 20, 2017
Jerry Whitmire
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Ted Brown requests our prayers as he strives to be more active in the church.  
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ATTENDANCE/CONTRIBUTIONS

December 10, 2017

60 a.m./30 p.m.
$1,371.00
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Just because you can’t see air, doesn’t mean you stop breathing 
and just because you can’t see God, doesn’t mean you stop believing.
AREA WIDE YOUTH DEVO
Tonight

5:00 p.m. at Tara Church of Christ

[image: image49.png]



YES Weekend 2018
Teens, College and Adults

Forrest Park Church of Christ

Valdosta, GA

February 23 – 25, 2018

See a list of speakers on the foyer 
bulletin board.
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 Thank 
 You

  Thank you to all who contributed to the food boxes this year ~ those who cared enough to request the box for someone, and those who helped purchase (either monetarily or actually) items for the boxes.  
See the Thank You card from Allen Dailey on the foyer bulletin board.
Serenity Willard was Student of the Month for her first grade class at Hickory Flats Elementary.
There is a letter from Robert Martin on the foyer bulletin board.
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Prayer
Requests 

Brenda Born is recovering from hip replacement surgery ~ see Ben for an update on her condition.
Allen Dailey is recovering from gallbladder surgery ~ his incision has some infection on one side and he is still weak ~ he returns to the doctor tomorrow.
Charlotte Falkner, our Ladies Bible Class teacher, had surgery on December 11th.

Shirley Hammond and Jacque Free were in an automobile accident ~ Shirley’s knee was crushed and she had to have surgery.
Alice Johnson has been under the weather.

Ned Smith, Carlton’s brother, has been sick with mini strokes.

Titus Weathers had conjunctivitis in one eye, an ear infection, and strep throat ~ he is better now.

OUR MEMBERS: 

Frank Billingsley, Brenda Born, Dean Bruce, Sue Collins, Gwinnell Goss, Willard Mann, Shirley Queen, Sonny Vaughn
FRIENDS AND FAMILY:
Bill and Irene Dempsey (former members)

David Dockery (Jerry Whitmire’s nephew/heart)

Jeremiah Dorsey (Cheryl Killian’s friend/cancer)

Charlotte Falkner (Ladies Class teacher/cancer)

Bear Fields (Amber Weathers’ friend/cancer)

Myrt Hunter (Wyn Miller’s aunt/blood disease)

Savannah Maddox (Alice Johnson’s granddaughter)

Rick Novak (Betty Uebele’s nephew/cancer)

Anthony Pileggi (Uebele family friend/cancer)

Bernice Smith (former member/gangrene)

Bill Turpin (Lourie Willard’s friend/liver transplant)
Have Peace One with Another

A man tested the strength of a glass container by using it as a hammer to drive a nail successfully into a wooden plank. Next, he took a pea-sized marble and dropped it through the neck of the bottle. When the marble hit bottom, the container shattered. Resistant to blows inflicted from the outside, the bottle fell victim to destruction from within.

What an outstanding example of what can happen to the beautiful bride of Christ, His church. What atheists and enemies of truth could never do from the outside, selfish and shallow church members can accomplish from the inside.

While peace and unity cannot be had at the expense of truth (Proverbs 23:23), it should be a priority of all purchased persons to seek to live in peace with their brethren. Notice God’s words throughout time on this subject:

· “Seek peace and pursue it” (Psalm 34:14).

· “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men”  (Romans 12:18)

· “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3).

· “Let him seek peace and pursue it” (I Peter 3:11).

There is no doubt that it is the responsibility of every child of God to do his best to keep peace in the body of Christ.
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Fairview Church of Christ
And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.  Jeremiah 29:13

December 17, 2017
Minister:

Jerry Whitmire

678-432-4953 Home

678-492-0383 Cell

Church Info:

1048 Swan Lake Rd.

Stockbridge, GA  30281

Phone:  770-474-7107

Fax:      770-506-0136

Email:  frvwcoc@yahoo.com
Services:

Sunday

Bible Study . . . . 9:30 a.m.

Worship . . . . .  10:30 a.m.

Worship . . . . . .  6:00 p.m.

Wednesday

Bible Study . . . . 7:00 p.m.

Worship Assignments

December 24, 2017
Announcements/Opening Prayer:  Ted Brown
Lead Singing:  Darrell Cooper
Lord’s Supper:  
Dennis Brown, Jeff Weathers, Allen Dailey, Erick Suarez

Reading:  Dennis Brown
Prayer:  Bill Queen
Attitude
How can one develop a proper attitude toward God?  First, our attitude toward God must be based on our conviction that “He is,” and that “He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6).  This kind of faith will produce a good attitude of godly fear, and “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7).  Second, God is absolutely holy, absolutely perfect, and absolutely wise.  He is grieved by evil.  He loves man and wants us to love and obey Him.  All of this should motivate us to want to be true to Him all the days of our life.  Our attitude toward God will then be such as expressed by the heavenly hosts:  “Worthy are thou, our Lord and our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power:  for thou didst create all things, and because of thy will they were, and were created,” (Revelation 4:11).
The churches of Christ greet you.

Romans 16:16
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God Created the Christmas Season?

By:  Dave Rogers

Not long ago, a very nice lady insisted (in televised advertisements for her particular denomination) that “God created the Christmas season” so that we can “experience the joy of Christmas.”  Her message is really no different than the signs we commonly see at this time of year proclaiming that “Jesus is the Reason for the season.”  While it certainly seems that many of our neighbors agree with her, there is something missing from these expressions; any shred of Bible evidence to support the idea!

This is a prime example of what Jesus described in Matthew 7:22, where He foretold the sort of excuses many will offer on the judgment day; “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’”

Many folks don’t seem to realize that simply “sticking God’s name” on something they want to do does not guarantee that He authorizes or approves of their activities.  Does God approve of “peace and goodwill among men?”  Certainly, if that peace and goodwill is founded on the righteousness He offers through Jesus Christ (Romans 12:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:13).

Does He want us to be kind and generous to one another?  The apostle Paul says we should, in Ephesians 4:32.  Is God pleased when people share with one another, and care for other’s needs?  Jesus and Paul both answer with a resounding “yes,” in both the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) and in Ephesians 4:28.

The general emotions of kindness and goodwill that we associate with this time of year are good and beneficial to our society, but they should not be unique to the “holidays.” Such sentiments should prevail among God’s people at all times!  Much of christendom works itself into a spasm of religiosity in celebrating Jesus’ birthday while the Bible remains significantly silent about its date, and meaningfully mute about whether or not we should celebrate it.  That thunderous silence ought to remind us of Jesus’ comment about the religious zeal of the Pharisees and scribes in Mark 7:6 – “He answered and said to them, well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: ‘This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.’”

How ironic, then, that so many people “feel spiritual” and consider this a “holy season” simply because of the calendar.  Jesus spoke to such feelings in Luke 6:46 – “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do the things which I say?”

Our point is simple: Take care that you don’t “credit” God with something HE never authorized!
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